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Chairman Byrnes and distinguished members of the House
Transportation Committee:

Good morning. On behalf of The Rapid, | thank you for affording me
an opportunity to testify today. My name is Peter Varga. | am the
Chief Executive Officer for The Rapid.

Discussions of the FY10-11 budget are underway. Let's project out
info the future what the implications are of this proposed budget.
Most importantly, it does not meet the recommendations of the
transit funding task force on which [ served. The TF2 recommended
that transportation funding be increased to meet a level of
investment that is considered “good”.

This budget clearly is not good when thinking about the declining
investment in infrastructure in the state of Michigan. | know that the
budget has to work within the redlities of the current funding situation
and that there are limited revenues to meet transportation needs
generally. However, it is an ideal opportunity for me, as a member
of the transportation funding task force, to be the conscience of
Michigan on this issue. We cannot accept the decline in investment
in roads, bridges, rail service and public transportation in the state of
Michigan. Already, we are looking at losing approximately $2 billion
of investment on the highway side due to the failure of the state to
match expected federal revenues. Public transit is not exempt from
fhis pressure. Since not enough is being appropriated currently to
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